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SHORT DESCIPTION 
Students work in small groups to design a 
flowchart illustrating the process for the 
passage of legislation at the federal level in 
their country.

GOALS 
•	 Students get to know peers in the partner 

class.
•	 Students become familiar with the 

process for the passage of federal 
legislation.

•	 Students will work as a team.

LANGUAGE GOALS 
The students will research and explain the 
process for the passage of federal legislation 
in their country and share with the partner 
class.

DURATION 
3-4 weeks

LANGUAGE 
English

MATERIALS 
Worksheet for all students: Exchange task
HOW DOES A LAW BECOME A LAW?

MEDIA 
•	 Teachers use established channels of 

communication between themselves and 
their students.

•	 Students choose their own method of 
communication for the partner work.

•	 For the exchanges with the partner class, 
use a video conferencing tool.

DIFFICULTY
  

TRANSATLANTIC POLITICS

HOW DOES A LAW BECOME A LAW?
Author: 
Jacqueline Littlefield

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION
In both Germany and the United States, there is a specific 
process for the passage of legislation or a law. In a small 
group, students will research the process and create a 
flowchart explaining the process, then share it with a 
small group from the partner class. 

TEACHER PREPARATION
•	 Teachers will asisst students in finding their small group. 
•	 Teachers will support the students as they do research and develop a flowchart.

CLASS INTRODUCTION
•	 Teachers provide students information on the process, duration, and content of the 

project.
•	 Teachers assist students in understanding the tasks. 

Material
Worksheet for All Students: Exchange Task HOW DOES A LAW BECOME A LAW?
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STUDENT WORKSHEET — EXCHANGE

TRANSATLANTIC POLITICS
HOW DOES A LAW BECOME A LAW?

GOALS

You will get to k
now the students in 

your partner class and learn about 

the creation of federal laws in 

Germany and the United States.

LANGUAGE LEARNING GOALS

You can exchange and explain the 

process for the passage of legislation 

in your country. Y
ou will be able 

to ask questions if clarifi cation is 

needed.

YOUR ASSIGNMENTS

1  
In a small group, research the process by which legislation is introduced and passed into law at the federal level 
in your country.

2  
Create a list of the steps involved in the process, including people, time frame, committees, etc. 
Make sure your list is precise – not wordy!

In both Germany and the United States, there is a specifi c process for 
the passage of legislation or a law.  
Who can propose new legislation? Which branch of the government 
votes on new laws? 
Create a fl owchart to show how federal legislation is made into a law 
in your country.

3 
Create a fl owchart that shows the legislation process in your country. Check out examples on the web.

4 
Share and explain your fl owchart with a small group from your partner class.  
Be prepared to answer questions. 

B2 — Exchange

HOW DOES A LAW BECOME A LAW?

 TRANSATLANTIC POLITICS 

EXCHANGE
For this small group task, students will research the process for the passage of legislation 
at the federal level and create a flowchart that shows the process. The flowchart is shared 
with a small group from the partner class. Students should be prepared to answer questions. 

REFLECTION
In their own class, students reflect on the similarities and differences between their 
own community and the partner class.  See activities in the document METHODS FOR 
REFLECTION IN THE CLASSROOM.
For the reflection, there are key questions available.  See the document REFLECTION 
QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS. 
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TEACHER HANDOUT — EXCHANGE

TRANSATLANTIC POLITICS 
HOW DOES A LAW BECOME A LAW?


