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SHORT DESCIPTION 
Students work cooperatively to explain the 
electoral system in each partner country.

GOALS 
•	 Students get to know peers in the partner 

class.
•	 Students become familiar with the 

electoral system in their country.
•	 Students will work as a team.

LANGUAGE GOALS 
The students will research and express 
concepts addressed in the electoral process 
for their country and share with the partner 
class.

DURATION 
3-4 weeks

LANGUAGE 
English

MATERIALS 
Worksheet for all students: Exchange task
IF ELECTED I WILL

MEDIA 
•	 Teachers use established channels of 

communication between themselves and 
their students.

•	 Students choose their own method of 
communication for the partner work.

•	 For the exchanges with the partner class, 
use a video conferencing tool.

DIFFICULTY
  

TRANSATLANTIC POLITICS

IF ELECTED I WILL...
Author: 
Jacqueline Littlefield

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION
In a small group students will research the electoral 
system for legislative elections in their country; the 
German Bundestag or the United States House of 
Representatives. Students will then develop a visual 
presentation of the electoral system and share with a 
small group in their partner class (and are prepared to 
answer questions). Students will then discuss the pros and cons of each system.

TEACHER PREPARATION
•	 Teachers determine the small groupings.
•	 Teachers will support the students as they prepare the presentation.

CLASS INTRODUCTION
•	 Teachers provide students information on the process, duration, and content of the 

project.
•	 Teachers assist students in understanding the tasks.

Material
Worksheet for All Students: Exchange Task IF ELECTED I WILL...
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STUDENT WORKSHEET — EXCHANGE

TRANSATLANTIC POLITICS
IF ELECTED I WILL...

GOALS

You will get to k
now the students in 

your partner class and learn about 

the electoral system in Germany and 

the United States.

LANGUAGE LEARNING GOALS

You can exchange and express 

concepts addressed in the electoral 

process for your partner’s country. 

You will be able to ask questions if 

clarifi cation is needed.

YOUR ASSIGNMENTS

1  
In a small group, research the electoral system for elections for your country’s legislature; 
the German Bundestag or the United States House of Representatives. Check your country: 
Now determine the following:

Who is eligible to vote?

How many votes does a person need to get?

How many representatives are there in your 
legislative branch at the moment?

How many representatives are there from your 
Bundesland or state? 

How is this determined?

How many are directly elected?

If representatives are not directly elected, how are they 
selected?

2  
Develop a visual presentation on your country’s electoral system to share with your partner class.

In Germany and the United States, the election of representatives for 
their respective legislative branches, the German Bundestag and the 
United States House of Representatives, has a different process.  

How are the two systems different? Is one “better” than the other?

3 
Meet with a small group from your partner class and share. Be prepared to answer questions.

4 
Discuss the pros and cons of each electoral system.
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https://pixabay.com/photos/austin-texas-river-buildings-
city-7933399/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_
Representatives#/media/File:United_States_House_of_
Representatives_chamber.jpg

https://pixabay.com/photos/berlin-reichstag-fl ag-
bundestag-5778942/

USA Germany

EXCHANGE
For this small group task, students will research the electoral system for their country’s 
respective legislative branch, the German Bundestag or the United States House of 
Representatives with a focus on a given list of specific details. Students will then design a 
visual presentation to share with a small group from their partner class and be prepared to 
answer questions. Groups will then discuss the pros and cons of each system.

REFLECTION
In their own class, students reflect on the similarities and differences between their 
own community and the partner class.  See activities in the document METHODS FOR 
REFLECTION IN THE CLASSROOM.
For the reflection, there are key questions available.  See the document REFLECTION 
QUESTIONS FOR STUDENTS. 
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TEACHER HANDOUT — EXCHANGE

TRANSATLANTIC POLITICS 
IF ELECTED I WILL...


