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Worksheet Fireflies (Gluhwurmchen)

Underline the correct answer.

1. What does Christoph use to photograph the fireflies?
a special camera/a cell phone/ an iPad
2. When can one see glowing fireflies?
in June and July/in January and February/in October and November
3. Where can one see fireflies?
in the meadow/in water/in the forest
4. How long do fireflies fly?
1-3 hours/10 hours/one day
5. Why does Christoph build a trap?
he wants to bring the fireflies home/observe them/eat them
6. Which firefly has two white glowing stripes on its lower abdomen?
the male/the female/both
7. What does the female look like?
like a snail/like a bug/like a worm
8. Why do fireflies glow?

So they can be pretty/So that they don't get lost/So that
male and female fireflies can find each other

© 2020 Goethe-Institut USA
All rights reserved
www.goethe.de/kinderuniUSA

Developed by Bernadett Veress
Technical proofreading by Dr. Edit Morvai ]
Adapted by Stefanie Singh

Student materials



German Digital Kinderuniversity O
Faculty: Nature (Natur)
Lecture: Fireflies (Gluhwiirmchen) CU(J ' FNOSEI:TI[I]E

Answer key Fireflies (Gluhwirmchen)

1. What does Christoph use to photograph the fireflies?

a special camera/a cell phone/ an iPad

2. When can on see glowing fireflies?

in June and July/in January and February/in October and November

3. Where can one see fireflies?

in the meadow/in water/in the forest

4. How long do fireflies fly?
1-3 hours/10 hours/one day
5. Why does Christoph build a trap?

he wants to bring the fireflies home/observe them/eat them

6. Which firefly has two white glowing stripes on its lower abdomen?
the male/the female/both

7. What does the female look like?

like a snail/like a bug/like a worm

8. Why do fireflies glow?

So they can be pretty/So that they don't get lost/So that
male and female fireflies can find each other
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Worksheet Firefly trivia (Wissenswertes uber Gluhwurmchen)

Group 1: How do fireflies feed themselves?

Fireflies live as larvae for 3 years. During this stage they feed
themselves with snails. They Kill the snails with a poisonous bite
and eat them completely in about 30 hours. Later, they don't eat
anything and live off the fat reserves from the larval stage.

e -
2. How long do fireflies live?
Fireflies live for 3 years as larvae. In the 4th year, they
transform first into a pupa; after 10 days, the adult firefly
emerges from the pupa. This phase is very short. The males
live for about 5-7 days and the females live for 7-10 days.

e -

3. Why are there fewer and fewer fireflies?

Fireflies need darkness so that males and females can see
each other's light signals and find each other. Due to
increasing light pollution there are fewer and fewer places that
are dark enough for them.

Sources: http://www.laternentanz.eu/Content/Informations/Living.aspx
and https://www.wasistwas.de/details-natur-tiere/warum-leuchten-gluehwuermchen.html
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Question cards Fireflies (Gluhwirmchen)

Is it true that fireflies can only fly for
one to three hours?
(Yes)

Can one see fireflies in October and
November?
(No, only in June and July)

How many white, glowing stripes do

Can one find fireflies in the the male fireflies have on their lower

forest? the male 1
(No, only on the edge of the o) :
forest)

What do the firefly larvae eat?
(snails)

When can one observe fireflies
glowing?
(In the evening, when it's dark)

How many hours do the firefly

larvae need to eat a snail? For how long are fireflies larvae?

(30 hours)

(3 years)

Why do fireflies glow?
(It is how male and female fireflies
find each other)

How long do female fireflies
live?
(7-10 days)
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